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EDITORIAL 


I promised you last time that I'd 
talk about this year’s Christmas 
special issue of Critters, didn't I? 
Okay, here goes. Time for some 
shameless self-promotion. 

Well, first of all, we're going to 
have a lot of different cartoonists. 
Last time I checked. the following 
Critters regulars and semi-regulars 
had agreed to do stories for it: 
Tim Fuller, Mike Kazaleh, Sam 
Kieth, Reed Waller and Kate 
Worley, Steven A. Gallacci, 
Freddy Milton, Stan Sakai, and 
Tom Stazer. In addition to which, 
Scott Shaw! will be contributing a 
tale, as will Ty Templeton. 
Enough to fill up another 68-page 
issue, you bet. 

But wait! There's more! 

Ty Templeton’s story chronicles 
the exploits of a teddy-bear blues 
band. I know what you're think- 
ing. You're thinking, “Boy, I 
wonder what that would sound 
like!” That's what I thought when 
Ty told me about it. And since I'm 
the publisher, I was in a position 
to do something about it. 

Critters #23, on sale this 
December, will feature the first- 
ever Fantagraphics Books Incorpo- 
rated Music and Noise flexi-disc— 
several hundreds of seconds of 
Teddy Payne and the Bluebears 
performing the soulful “Right to 
the Blues,” an original composi- 
tion by the multi-talented Ty 
Templeton. So far, I've only heard 
the demo (which includes Ty’s 
stirring impression of a harmonica 
using only his nose), but the 
finished version, Ty promises, will 
be as slick as can be. 

Now. Just like every argument, 
every record has two sides— and 
our other side is a doozy. Through 
special transatlantic arrangement, 
Critters is proud and privileged to 
bring you Alan Moore's “March of 
the Sinister Ducks’"—a gruesomely 
funny cabaret-style number here- 
tofore released only in Great 
Britain. And it will be backed up 
by a brief article by Moore 
explaining the genesis of this 
bizarre project. 

Ty Templeton and Alan Moore: 
They write! They draw! And now. 
in their effort to leave no stone 
unrolled, they sing! Not together, 
granted, but back to back—in the 
most magnificent multi-media 
presentation assembled since 
RAW magazine's bubblegum card 
insert! Yow! 

By the way. if you subscribe to 
Critters today, you'll get that issue 
(which will retail for $3.95) at no 
extra cost, hint, hint. 

Next issue, we'll have a full 32 
pages of comics, which means no 
letters page (awww...). Be on the 
lookout for the Sam Kieth “Is of 
Bullet Valley” cover! 

—Kim Thompson 
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MR, GNUFF YOU'RE APPLYING FOR THE 
TEMPORARY POSITION AS 
MUNICIPAL GARPENER... 


THATS RIGHT, 
MR. SIEGEL! 
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WE PRAGONS LIVED IN A CABIN UP IN 
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I DON'T KNOW ABOUT NATURE/ 
aa) Be , 
N 


YOUR PRESENT UoB AS STREETSWEEPER 
HARPLY QUALIFIES YOU FoR THIS, BUT 
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HEAR THAT ,LoRD 2 THIG 1S FOR OUR 
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PROBABLY OFFSHODTS | TRANSPLANT 'EM IN SMALL TREES OF COURSE, BUT THE aa 
OF THE ANCIENT GR FRONT OF THE CITY .| COUNCIL CHAIRMAN Ig SENTIMENTAL 
TREE! v HALL / AND INTERESTED IN HisToRY/ 


PERHAPS rT CAN Be HopEr THATS ASSUMING THE SapLines © 
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SEE THESE OLD dich THEM MY JoGB/ 
TREES! =. 1 
i\ 


YEAH... AND 
EVeN Remember 
WHO PLANTED ‘EM / 


wHen Gur V I Just Hore ME LITTLE 
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WHD IN THE WORLD 
DO You THINK 
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To HELP! THEY Were 
GROWING $0 GOUD, 
AND T THOUGH T./! 
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Y YoU CAN HELP BY GETTING RID OF THIS < AH . THERE You ARE , VR. GNUFF/ 
GARBAGE FAST - BEFORE ANYBODY Bx ee THAT whe Quick! 


OKAY ,GNUFF/ 
IT'ih Get RID 
OF ‘EM! 


I S€E Yourze IN FULL SWING WITH 
THE TRANSPLANTING / 


OH... EZ, RIGHT, 
MR, Siecer! 


VARE You SURE {OU DID WHAT We AGREED 
ONZ IF NOT, OUR ARRANGEMENT IS OUT/ | 


OM YES /T UUST MEANT 
THAT... WELL YOU CAN NEVER 
BE 100% SURE OF A TREE'S 
PARENT AGE we HEH -HEH/ 

C COUGH , (COUGH) .-- 


I CERTAINLY Hope Not’ Just see \ 


T TAKING GOOD CARE OF THEM 
mp AND TLL ARRANGE FoR TOU To 
CONTINUE IN THE JOB FoR 

THE TIME BEING/ 


TANKS A Miuion/ant | 


IF YOU NEED ANY Favors.!. 


AND_ 00 MIGHT AS WELL PUMP THE REST 

OF THE PLANTS ON THE TRUCK mp.Ghvre! 

THEY DON'T LOOK NEARLY SO HEALTHY / I 
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TREES FROM THE BIG Woops 2 You DIDN'T CUT 
CORNERS FOR CONVENIENCE SAKE DID YoU, MR. GNUFF 2 


THINK SUCH THINGS2 
I cou NEVER 
LOWER MYSeLe 

TO THAT! 


DON'T TALK AGoUT "FAVORS" PicAsE/ I'm A 
POLITICIAN , REMEMBER Z IF YoU START CAVSING 
samp (NE PROBLEMS I May 

CHANGE MT MINoD/ 


\ ARE Yo CRAZY, BOYZ T DON'T 
KNOW WHAT THEY ARE. BUT 
THEY'VE GOT THE COUNCILS 
STAMP OF APPROVAL NOW, SO 
WE'RE GOING Tb TREAT 
THEM WITH TENDER : 

LOVING CARE! 


(CONTINUED NEXT ISSUE) 
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el ERCIALS! (HEARTY De: 


& CHUCKLE!) 
= > SS 
y THE CASHIER SAID THAT —— 
YOU'RE FROM THE BOARD 
OF HEALTH? ‘ 
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OH — | SUPPOSE IT WILL 
BE ALL RIGHT !GO RIGHT 
ON INI 


a \ 


be Mo] 
q Il Ah 
paye © }ies 


Fifi 


HEY, WHATS THE BIG 
IDEA LOCKIN’US IN,YA 
: FRUIT BAG?! 
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DON‘T WORRY, SKIP — 

| THOUGHT HE MIGHT Do 
THAT, BUT | CAN BREAK 
US OUT OF HERE! WHAT'S 
THE SCANNER SAY NOW? 
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ATH, FISSION CHICKEN... 
| KNEW THAT WAS J IT WAS NICE OF YOUAND 
GONNA HAPPEN !! YOUR, FRIEND TO DROP IN 
ON US ! (Low AMUSED LAUGH) 


+s IN FACT, WE HOPE: NOW, DON'T BE THAT WAY... HOW | THINK IT YOU TELL 'IM, FISH! 

YOU'LL BESTAYING WITH STINKS! F WHO ARE YOU, 

US FORA LONG TIME! you VTHINK YOU 4B anywad?! YOu AIN'T | 
, OF A SERIES OF "FISSION STINK TOO! Ql RANDALL Mi DUNGALL! 
CHICKEN" GLASSES FROM 

M<DUNGALL'S™? 
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YOURE ABSOLUTELY CORRECT, skIP J 
. TL 'AIN'T’., 


FOOD : PLANET: 
VORTOX , EA 


LET ME EXPLAIN, 1 
FISSION CHICKEN.» 


GEEZ ,NO WONDER 
HE LOOKS LIKE 
HE'S PLASTIC... 


BRIEFLY: MY PEOPLE YF DURING OUR PROFITQUEST® 
EVOLVED AS ARACE MAF ACROSS THE GALAXY, WE ; HEX , FISH... 
OF SALESMEN...IT'S "A RELIED INCREASINGLY ON & SN ISANY OF THIS 
THE BIOLOGICAL AND NY TECHNOLOGICAL ENHANCE- WN 
SPIRITUAL IMPETUS MENTS..:1O QUR OWN 
OF OURLIVESIOVER SS BODIES! MAGNA-DRONE? 
THE COURSE OF OUR “i LARNYYES, HYPNO -SELIS 
HISTORY, WE INCOR- EXE LENSES, INGRATIAGRIPS AY INTERPLANETARY 
PORATED OUR ENTIRE IM MARKETING! OUR 
PLANET... AND THEN ORGANIC BRAINS HAVE. 
BEGAN EXPANDING MORE, BECAME STANDARD §| RESIDED IN SYNTHETIC 
OUR TERRITORY... EQUIPMENT! BODIES FOR AGES Now! 


> Bu THe wau...nere'sa AL eater sions AHH, 4OUR ATTITUDE “§ FORGET IT, 
|G picTURE OF ME INMYOLD | { WELL,ITISA Deraiie AN | IS IMPROVING ALREADY! VINYL: HEAD, 
BODY! QUITE A CHANGE, et? + IMPROVEMENT... FEY | YOU'LL LOVE WORKING as 

I WAT HERE,..REALLU! bays ,BUT 

: SA” YOULL BE VERY 
NTERESTED AFTER 
SOME MWTASWEET 
INJECTIONS! ™ 


WW OH. 4ES...IT'S AN apa 


SH <\Y a STILLTHIN 


ALLTHIS 15 SET 
UP BY THEC.LA., 
Y'KNOW? 


BETS OH YEAH? Ge NOW THAT'S NEGATIVE | 
WELL, | DON'T THINKING!...B0T WE [7 
CAN FIX THAT! 


é . 
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THESE ATTITUDE INSECTORS WILL DISPENSE AN 


OUNCE OR $0 OF MUTA-SWEET® INTO THE BASE 
OF YOUR SKULLZ..- 


Lf} TL 
J vf LY; A, 
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S iS.” = : ~e 
V) NOW, | HAVE TO START PRODUCTION OF THOSE yy, THEY'RE GOING FoR 
“FISSION CHICKEN” GLASSES... BUT I'LL RETURN 


AND THEY WON'T STOP » 
THE BACKS OF OUR ¢ > COMIN'OUTOF THE 
HORTLY, AND WE CAN HAVE A “POWER LUNCH“! NECKS!! OF 

(SELF-INDULGENT GIGGLE) CIAO! SCLUICKé ; 
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Y, NO, ITS “DEAD"! 
QUICK, PUTITON! J 
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4O, PISH, HOW 


€ | FIGURED THEY MIGHT STOP 
AFTER THEY SA t 
OVER THERE? 


W WE WERE 
“INDECTED"... WHEW! 
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To BE CONTINUED! 
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WHY CAN'T | DO 
NOTHIN’ RIGHT, 
RATFACE = 
WHY 15 MY WHOLE 
LIFE ONE BIG 
SCREW UP AFTER 
ANOTHER 2 


- ER 
~_ Jee 14 


HATE tHines ! ANYTHING. 
TELEPHONE POLES — 
SEWING MACHINES - 

TAPIOCA — 


ME TOO. | TRY TO FIGURE IT, 
BUT DOIN’ THAT ONLY CON-— 

FUSES ME. AN’ WHEN | GET 

CONFUSED | GET RESENTFUL. 
AN’ WHEN | GET RESENTFUL, 
| GET IRRITATED. AN WHEN 
\ GET IRRITATED... 


ESPECIALLY WHAT ABOUT ME, NAW, RATFACE. 1 DON'T 
TAPIOCA ! LOUIE. YOU DON'T HATE YA. VOU DEPRESS 
HATE ME, DO YA = Me, THOUGH. 


IM GONNA STEP ON VA. 


AN 
ACCIDENT 
OF COURSE. 


BUT ACCIDENT OR NOT, 
I'D STILL HAVE SLOP 


SURE, LOUIE. 
'D BE A MESS 


YEAH. BUT THAT 
WOULDN'T BE THE 


WHAT THE HELL 
COULD, BE 


ALL OVER MU FOOT ALRIGHT. WORST OF IT W 2 
WA SEE, AN ITD - NO, DOUET RATFACE. ’ ORT es 
UT IT! art 


S5Q00SH UP BETWEEN 
MY TOES SOMETHIN’ 
AWFUL ! 


THE GUILT, WHY I'D BE GEE , VM TOUCHED THAT Ou AW, 
ALL AWASH IN GUILT FEEL THAT WAY ABOUT VE, | Vou KNOW 
FER WEEKS! MY LOUIE. BUT WHY WORRY Me. 
LIFE WOULD BE IN ABOUT STUFF LIKE THAT < RATFAC]e 
NS 1, AINST GONNA LET VA \ WORRY 


STEP ON ME! 


AN UIT Wa 
AWRIGHT, WOU MUGS — 


GROW! 


CHEER UP, LOUIE, 
AND HAVE ANOTHER 
BEER. WHO KNOWS, 
MAYBE IT'LL... 


A STICKUP 2 
NOW AIN'T THAT JUST LIKE 
| BEEN TELLIN’ YA? 1 CAN'T 


GROW 2 ITS A STICK UP, 
WHATS HE LOUIE. 1 THINK 
TALKIN’ ABOUT, HE WANTS WE 


RATFACE 2 SHOULD PUT EVEN HAVE A SIMPLE 
OUR HANDS MINDED BEER WITHOLT 
UP EVERYTHING GETS 


SCREWED UP! 


IT AIN'T A 


LOUIE, ITS 
A STICK UP! 


WHATEVER IT 1S, 


SHOT YER PIE HOLE, 
IT INCOMMODES ME. 


FRANKENSTEIN . 
AN’ Saree YER PAWS 


LOOK— THERE AINT GONNA 
BE NO PROFIT IN THIS. 
ALL | GOT'S Five BUCKS! 
YOU TELLIN’ ME YER 
GONNA SCREW UP VER 
WHOLE LIFE OVER _ A 
DUMBBELL. OF A FIVE 
DOLLAR BILL = 


WEAH, BUT WHY ME = NOTHIN’ PERSONAL . ITS 
WHAT VA GOTTA HASSLE JUST ME NATURE. NOW 
ME FOR? ALL I'NM_DOIN' DRAIN WER POCKETS, 
15 HAVIN’ A LAMEBRAINED JUMBO. BEFORE | GO 
BEER! AND GET MYSELF 
ALL ExciTeD! 


| 


ee 


HE OUGHTA BE 
You, HUH, LOUIE = 


ENEN GOT TO THE 
BARKEEP VET ! 


VEAH. WOU OUGHTA 
TRY BEIN' AAG! THEN 


OH YEAH 2 WELL 
GET THIS, LUMP JAW- 
YOU'D KNOW WHAT \HAD SIXTEEN OLDER 
SCREWED UP 12 TEEN AGED SISTERS! 
REALLY ALL ABOUT! CAN VOU IMAGING 

f a WHAT THAT WAS 


LIKE = 
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THEN THERE WAS 
Me MOTHER. 
Pie SMOKED 


AND THEN THERES ME. 
\ WOUND UP WITH AN 
.Q. EQUAL TO MY HAT 
SIZE. AND FEET WITH 
A SEVERE CASE OF 
THE TERMINAL 
STINKOS | Wi 


YY), - PS, 
oa MY. 
MUTI 
—— 


t ee 


ee TM ZZ) “meme 
BoYvs, BOVS! 
BACK OFF! IT SOUNDS 
TO ME LIKE YER 

BOTH A BIT CONFUSED! 
AM | RIGHT, LOUIE = 


Re 


YVEAH, THIS 16 
GETTIN’ JUST A 
MITE CONFUSIN' 
ALRIGHT. 
LOUIE HERE 
GETS HIM6ELF 
CONFUSED. 


YEAH AN' WHEN | GET 
IRRITATED — WHICH | HAVE 
THIS ANNOYING HABIT OF 
DOIN’, VA SEE — WHY 
THEN | START TO HATE 
THINGS. 2 


THEN THAT 
MAKES MG 
IRRITATED. 


WELL — . 
THERES TELEPHONE POLES — 
SEWING MACHINES — 
_AN' TAPIOCA . 
‘ ‘ =p j 
hex “ | | i 
, Sun | ail 


WHAT 
aioe 


AN' TWO BIT SCREWED 
UP_TIN POT STICK UP 
ARTISTS WITH 1.Q’S 
EQUAL TO THEIR 


HAT SIZE ! 


('M SURE GLAD 
YOU DON'T EVER 
HATE ME, LOUIE. 


NAW. | NEVER HATE Vou, “Uf A ni nn 
RATFACE. YOU KNOW THAT. 7 isis gliomas tiie Si 


WEAH, YOURE A Ae 
DOWNER SOMETIMES. 


CHEER UP, LOUIG — 
AND HAVE ANOTHER 
Beer ! 
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LETTERS 


Hey, Kim, 

Thanks for printing my letter in 
#16. I really didn't think the thing 
with the paper would cause this 
much trouble! Actually, I thought 
that would be the least printable 
of my recent letters. Which is the 
subject of this letter. 

Don’t really have much to say 
about #16, except thanks for 
printing my letter. Speaking of 
which, due to recent static about 
my comment letters I will explain 
how I go about writing one for 
Critters. 

First of all, I buy the issue. It's 
hard to be objective when you 
skim over a book in five minutes. 
Then I read what stories I like, 
and the editorial/letters page. By 
the time I am finished with the 
last letter I have a good idea of 
what I'm going to write. 

Now, Critters is an anthology, 
which means different types of 
stories. There will be some stories 
people love and others hate. It’s 
no secret my favorite story is 
“Birthright” but that doesn't give 
me license to blast the others —so 
I won't. Shoot, there are probably 
some people out there whose 
tastes in stories may be the exact 
opposite of mine! To sum it up, if I 
don’t care for a story I won't write 
about it. 

I make an effort not to give out 
mindless praise. I ask myself: 
“What do I like about it?” Then I 
write that down. If there is 
something I think needs to be 
brought up. I do. Occasionally, I 
made predictions or observations. 
If people (i.e. the artists) don't 
agree with me, so what? I'm only 
one opinion. It may not make me 
popular with the artists, but I do 
make them think. 

So if any of the readers would 
like to try my letterhacking 
methods, feel free. It’s the only 
chance to let somebody know how 
they’re doing. Plus, it's more likely 
to get printed. I should know, I've 


MIKE ROYAL 


\ 


had 11 letters, two mentions, and 
two indirect mentions as of this 
writing (three letters in Critters). 
Thank you, Kim. for letting me 
speak my piece. 
Noel Tominack 
Indian Head, MO 


| will explain how | write a response 
to a letter to CRITTERS. First, | read 
the letter. Then | decide if it’s worth 
taking seriously and printing. (Since 
I get so few letters these days, I'll 
print just about anything.) If | decide 
to print it, | reread it and try to 
figure out if it is interesting or not. If 
| decide it’s completely worthless, or 
if the letter-writer comes off like a 
clown because he takes himself and 
his letter too seriously, | might do 
something nasty—like, for instance, 
write a malicious parody of it, or 
possibly add a sarcastic answer. This 
may seem a bit mean until you 
realize that this kind of action might 
sober up a letter-writer who, other- 
wise, might persist in acting like a 
pompous blowhard for the rest of 
his days. —KT 


Dear Mr. Thompson and Co. 

I've been following this 
magazine from its inception, but 
issue #17 caused me to ponder 
the rather unique indicia. I mean, 
if I were a bear. I might take 
some slight exception to the 
allegation that cab-riding bruins 
“always break something.” 
Fortunately. a seemingly broad- 
minded legal department has 
spared you that worry. 

Don't get me wrong, though — 
the rest of the issue is excellent 
reading, too! I wonder if Tom 
Stazer wrote “Polar Bear Hunt” 
from the initial inspiration of the 
one-page “teaser.” I like Lionheart; 
he’s a believable character. Hope 
he gets something published this 
time. 

As for “Birthright III” there had 
jolly well better be one. Alfon 
hasn't inherited anything except 
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his hide and a ring. at this point. 
The story could easily be novel- 
length. ..if Steve Gallacci could 
be chained to a table. . .if, if, 
if... 

I once considered Gnellie a 
quaint, stuffy nag. I haven't 
changed my opinion, but at least 
now I know why. The “Gnuff” 
storyline moves at a slower pace 
than most of the fare on this side 
of the Atlantic. So where's 
Gargantua, anyway? 

It's good to see that the recent 
“economic downturn” hasn't 
caused a switch in material to 
mindless shoot‘em-ups. The 
medium may alter imperceptibly. 
but the message remains, and 
that ought to be worth something. 
Thanks a million! 

Mike Royal 
Los Angeles, CA 


Gargantua made a brief sort-of- 
dream-sequence appearance last 
issue, and she will have a major role 
in “The Big Sneeze,” which is 
scheduled to debut sometime 


around CRITTERS #28 or #29. —KT 


Dear Kim, 

This is the first letter I have 
ever written to an editor. If it 
seems incoherent or inept, please 
forgive. 

Until Critters, I did not buy any 
comic on a regular basis. Instead, 
I drifted in and out, buying 
whatever caught my eye. 

Issue #12 was my first and it 
was S.A.G.s cover that did it. 
Since then, I've gotten all the 
back issues I could find. To date, 
#3 is the only holdout. (I paid 
more for #1 than I care to admit 
to my wife!) 

I've always liked “funny 
animals” and I was damn glad to 
find a publisher who takes it 
seriously enough that a 35-year- 
old male could enjoy it. 

I picked up #17 about three 
weeks ago. I have toyed with the 
idea of writing this letter since 
then. I finally said that I'd either | 
write it or go bust. 

I decided to write after re- 
reading letters, stories, and 
editorials in my back issues. 
Taken in one gulp, it takes some 
time, but is enjoyable. 

Everything I have seen is of the 
highest quality. In a field and 
market wher the majority of the 
offerings are 99 and 44/100% 
crap, you and the crew at 
Fantagraphics are really trying to 
give people their $2.00 worth. 

Don't let the nit-pickers who 
complain about price or paper 
quality bother you. They know 
what the alternative is! 

I'd like to comment about one 
issue you (and most other 
alternative publishers) are 
speaking out about. You and they 
are all concerned about a mysti- 
fying drop in sales (40-50%), 
which is understandable. A report 
I read stated that Americans have 


shifted from passive entertainment 
(books, movies, spectator sports) 
to active entertainment (bowling. 
jogging. health clubs). Not very 
happy news for you, I'm sure. If 
there could be anything good said 
about this, it is that most of the 
previously mentioned crap, 
already afflicted with terminal 
stupidity, will wither away and 
strengthen your market. 

Disquieting thought: I have a 
15-year-old son who buys this 
crap. Try as I may, neither he nor 
his friends show any interest in 
Critters should I present it to 
them. Why? “Birthright” is over 
their heads; “Gnuff,” just not 
entertaining. “Usagi Yojimbo”: 
mild interest (due to the ninja 
craze?) The rest: no comment. 

Suggestion: Run an informal 
poll of your readers. Ask age. sex. 
income, education, hobbies, etc. 
You might be surprised at what 
you find. 

Aside from that. Americans are 
fickle. They'll come back around. 
Hang in there! 

Finally, I have never been dis- 
appointed by an issue of Critters 
—until now. You predicted a “stir.” 
I imagine a revolt is more like 
what you have been hearing. Yes, 
I'm a “Birthright” fan. The final 
chapter left me enough loose ends 
to weave a rope. I am reminded of 
how I felt after seeing “The 
Empire Strikes Back” for the first 


time: Great story! Loved every 
minute of it! Hated the ending! 
Can't wait for the next one! 
Please encourage Steve to do it 
once more! And also do this: end 
it— good. bad, or otherwise. close 
the book on “Birthright.” But not 
here, not now. Yes, he's over- 
extended himself, yes, deadlines 
are a headache and more of them 
just makes it worse. I understand! 
If it takes six months or a year to 
pick up again — fine! I'll wait! 
Thanks for a great magazine! 
W.M. Akers 
Marion, OH 


Thanks for your sociological 
interpretation of the alternative 
comic-book market collapse, but | 
think it's a lot simpler than that. A 
substantial percentage of the people 
buying the black-and-whites during 
1986 were buying them just for 
speculation purposes and had no 
interest in reading them. When it 
turned out they weren't going to 
make any quick, easy money re- 
selling bad (or good) comics, they 
lost interest and dropped out. For 
the sake of sales figures, | wouldn't 
mind having these guys back, but at 
least now | figure every copy of 
CRITTERS is being READ, which is 
some kind of consolation. —KT 


Dear Kim. 
In regard to the comments 
made by Mr. Kamp in #16, I say 


MIKE HIGGS 


that I must side with you. I don't 
believe that your current price is 
too steep; in fact, I think it to be 
quite fair. Also, even if Critters 
was more expensive, I'd still buy 
it. 

As for all that other stuff, I must 
admit to being naive about 
business. I trust what you are 
doing completely. Also, the 
change to newsprint has not 
affected my love of the zine. 
Actually. I like it more. I have 
very sensitive eyes, and newsprint 
doesn't glare as badly as 60 Ib. 
white does. I can actually enjoy it 
more than before — thanks! 

Mike Higgs 
President, Fantasy Studios 


You shouldn't trust ANY publisher 
completely, Mike. Like anybody else 
in this business, we've done money- 
grubbing things before and we will 
again. But your faith is appreciated 
anyway. Thanks for the drawing, 

too. —KT 


Mr. Thompson, 

I first began buying Critters 
when #6 came out and have been 
collecting ever since. I now collect 
Usagi Yojimbo and have managed 
to scrape together #1-5 of Threat! 
I write (among other things) to 
ask if there is any truth to the 
rumor that Usagi will no longer 
be featured in my favorite comic 
(Critters, naturally). I bought 
Critters #1-5 at the MO-KAN 
convention this spring and would 
hate to see Usagi leave. 

As for the other features, I love 
“Gnuff,” “Lionheart” is great, “Blue 
Beagle” is cool, “Fission Chicken” 
is superb, “Firecracker Jack 
Bunny” is excellent, but “Birthright 
II" is confusing unless you read 
the previous issues over, and 1 
have trouble telling the characters 
apart. 

Before I sign off, one more 
qustion: How come everybody 
who writes to Critters writes such 
long letters? Almost all of the 
published letters take up half a 
page of teeny tiny print. 

An avid, loyal reader. 

Bret Kaiser 
Springfield. MO 


Anybody who has his own comic, as 
Stan Sakai now does, is bound to 
want to spend as much time as 
possible working on it; as a result, 
Stan's appearances in these pages 
will be rare, and probably short. But 
look at it this way: If Stan hadn't 
moved almost entirely out of 
CRITTERS, at least one of the OTHER 
strips you enjoy might not have 
made it in for a long time. 

As for the other question, | guess 
funny-animal fans are just a bunch 
of motormouths, every one of ‘em 
except Zack Mays. As witness the 
following correspondent... —KT 


Dear Kim, 
Congratulations! I'd like to 
commend you on the best 


continuing series ever! You do a 
fabulous job putting these issues 
together, and your contributors, 
well, they speak for themselves! 

I was led to your pages indi- 
rectly through Groo. Stan Sakai’'s 
Usagi Yojimbo was mentioned and 
after months of searching I found 
a copy. Well, what can I say? 
Wow! Through it, and a recom- 
mendation, I found Critters. I also 
found Albedo and Tom Stazer's 
Spaced. Not to mention that I, an 
abnormally obsessed anthropo- 
morphics reader, found issues of 
Captain Jack, Doomsday Squad, 
Anything Goes!, and about 10 
other funny-animal titles. But I 
didn't stop there! When I found 
out about Mark Armstrong I gath- 
ered all issues of Peter Porker, 
just for his artwork. All in all, I 
have 111 (one hundred eleven) 
comic books just of funny ani- 
mals. That includes issues #3-16 
of Critters! So anybody wanting 
more reading material featuring 
animals, well, there's more than 
enough! Now for some comments 
on each issue and contributors... 

Issue #3 was fantastic! I love 
“Usagi” and “Birthright” and enjoy 
“Gnuff.” Issue #4 was better yet! 
The best cover yet! By Ken (Dr. 
Watchstop, Contractors) Macklin! 
“Birthright” and “Gnuff” were fine 
and “Lionheart” was great. 
Number #5 was great! “Nilson 
Groundthumper” was outstand- 
ingly funny! “Gnuff” and “Birth- 
right” were terrific! Number #6 
was just about the best! The best 
“Birthright” story and art ever! 
And the cover! WOW!! As for 
people saying that “Birthright” 
should be done in any way other 
than it is, they're dead wrong! 


The shading. story, art, look— it's 
just outstanding! 

Not much new came through 
the later issues although they 
continue to be the best efforts ever 
seen on paper! I love “De Grand 
Wa-Zoo” and “Speakingstone”! 
They were fine additions! As for 
“Fission Chicken.” well, the art 
leaves something to be desired, 
but it's a breath of fresh air. As 
for Tim Fuller, well, what can I 
say? WOW! “Quax Bedroom” was 
great, to say the least, and “Blue 
Beagle” was fine. 

This is getting to be quite a 
letter. I hope you don't mind its 
length, I know you're busy. Well, 
a couple closing comments. Usagi 
Yojimbo deserved his own book; 
what can people who say they 
couldn't read 20 pages of it every 
other month be thinking? It’s 
probably the best comic to come 
through the comics scene in 
years. And lastly, about your 
decision to reprint “Jack Bunny” in 
#8: well, I and many other people 
had never seen it and it was 
great! Especially under the 
circumstances! Well, that’s enough 
hot air to blow off for one letter. 
Thanks for your time! 

A loyal fan, 

Zac Van Note 
Albuquerque, NM 


Whaddyo’ mean yo 
never heard of 
Critters ?! 


ZAC VAN NOTE 


We'll be seeing Mark in the pages of 
USAGI YOJIMBO in a few months, 
acting as accomplice to Scott Shaw! 
on the eagerly-awaited “Digger 
Duckbill” story. 

You mention all the funny-animal 
comics you are collecting. | hope 
you've reserved a place on your list 
for the entire Gladstone line of 
comics, whose vintage reprints of 
UNCLE SCROOGE, DONALD DUCK, 
and MICKEY MOUSE are some of the 
best comic books ever—bar none! 

Speaking of Mickey Mouse, an 
upcoming issue of THE COMICS 
JOURNAL (#120) will feature an in- 
depth interview with Floyd 
Gottfredson, the man behind the 
Mickey comic strip for many 
decades. And (as an interesting 
sidenote) the man conducting the 
interview is none other than Arn 
(NEIL THE HORSE) Saba. It's a small 
world, isn't it? —KT 


Thanks for yours, Zac, and for the 
cool mini-illustrations that 
accompanied your letter (one of 
which, God and the art director 
willing, is printed somewhere on this 
page). And a belated thanks to Mark 
Evanier, who plugged USAG/ 
YOJIMBO in the pages of GROO, 
which you all should be reading 
even though there are no funny- 
animals in it. (Only funny humans.) 


SOMEWHERE BETWEEN 
THE MAGICAL KINGDOM 
OF OZ AND A REALLY 
DAMP TURKISH PRISON 
IS A LAND THEY CALL 
“THE BLUES.” AND 
THERE’S ONLY ONE BEAR 
THAT LIVES THERE. 


TEDDY PAYNE AND 
THE BLUEBEARS. 


FUZZY WUZZY LITTLE 
TWELVE-BAR LEGENDS. 


AVAILABLE ON THE 
F.B.1. MUSIC AND NOISE 
LABEL. SAFELY HIDDEN 

IN THE RECESSES OF 
THE TWENTYTHIRD ISSUE 
OF CRITTERS. 


SPECIAL GUEST ARTIST: 
ALAN MOORE AND THE 
SINISTER DUCKS. 


COMING FOR CHRISTMAS. 


The OMAHA 
tory expan 
“ bi-monthly! 
If you’ve misse! 


any, order 


NOW 


lOmaka No. 7 Gust out) $2.00 +50e postage. 
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